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MEMORANDUM State of Alaska

DEPARTMENT OF FISH AND GAME

FROM: Steven McCurdy Date: September 1, 1999
Habitat Biologist

Habitat and Restoration Division

Craig

RE: Tributary to Setter Creek

On August 20, 1999, | inspected a portion of a tributary stream to Setter Creek (stream
number 102-70-10550, cataloged for pink and coho salmon) at the request of Alaska
Power and Telephone Company (AP&T). AP&T is currently clearing trees for a power
line right of way and indicated that they would probably be clearing some trees in the
riparian area adjacent to this stream. Except for the upper-most headwaters of this
watershed, the stream is located within the city limits of Thorne Bay in section 33,
T71S, R84E CRM. On August 31, 1999 | returned in order to determine the upper
extent of anadromous habitat.

Below where the stream is crossed by the North road the stream is approximately 15
feet wide with a 9% grade. | would classify the stream channel type in this section as a
HC2 (high gradient contained). The dominant substrate is small and large cobble
along with smaller amounts of gravel, boulders and bedrock. There are small areas of
spawning habitat available. There are a number of small cascades and falls that are
almost certainly barriers to pink salmon, and may be passable by coho only at certain
flows. The vegetation is all second growth alder, spruce, hemlock and cedar and
appears to be about 30 years old. No riparian buffer was retained at the time of timber
harvest.

Above the North road the terrain levels off and the gradient of the stream is from 0% to
2%. | would classify the channel type is this area as PAS (palustrine, beaver dam/pond
channel), with numerous sloughs and beaver ponds. There are small areas of
spawning habitat available in this area.

As part of the Inspection | electroshocked a short section of stream below the North
Road on August 20, 1999. Several juvenile cutthroat trout and coho salmon were
captured. On August 31, 1999 | electroshocked upstream of the North road. 1 captured
10 juvenile coho salmon and over 20 cutthroat trout. The coho were all around 80 mm
in length and were probably from the 1997 brood year. Several size classes of
cutthroat were captured from 40-mm fry to fish over 200 mm in length. Coho were
captured to within 200 meters of the Kasaan road. Cutthroat were captured up to the
Kasaan road at which point a culvert creates a barrier to upstream migration. The
habitat above the North road appears to be excellent rearing habitat for juvenile coho
salmon. Coho almost certainly spawn here since the culvert on the North road appears
to be a barrier to juvenile fish (the outlet is perched). Coho habitat may extend further
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TITLE BLOCK
Rons/Harbor Road Project

WATERWAY: Setter Creek

LOCATION: Tharne Bay, BAK
T71S, R84E, Sec. 33, CRM, Craig Cai
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